1983, LAWS of MARY LAND.

C H A P. XIV.
An ACT to open and eftablith a public road in Dorchefter county.

This a& conftitutes three commiffioners to lay out a public road, 20 feet wide, from the main road
that leads from New-market to Vienna, to the grift-mill of Michael Hall Bonwill, and thence till it in-
terfe&t the main road leading from Cambridge to Vienna. They fhall eftimate the damages to be fuf-
tained by individuals through whofe grounds the road fhall be opened, and thefe damages muft be paid by
the faid Bonwill on a da Exed by any two of the commiflioners.

The faid Michael Haﬁ Bonwill is to be at the whole expence of clearing the road, and of keeping it
in order, for three years after it thall be made. After thefe three years the county court is to record it
as a public road, appoint for it an overfeer, and apportion the hands to work upoen it, except that part
leading over the milldam, which-fhall be kept by the pofleflor of the mill for the time being, under the
penalty to which the owner of a2 mill, where the road pafles on a dam, is fubjected by the a&t for repair-
ing the public roads in this province.

C H A P. XV.
An ACT to empower Edward Downes to colle® by diftrefs and fale the arrears

due for public and county afleflments to the late colleCtor of Queen-Anne’s
county. PR, o -

C H A P. XVL
A Bill, entitled, An ACT to authorife and empower Robert Ballard, adminiftra-
tor of the goods and chattels, rights and credits, of Jonathan Plowman, late
-of Baltimore county, deceafed, unadminiftered by Rebecca Plowman and David
Arnold, his executors at the time of their difceafe, with the will of the faid
Jonathan Plowman annexed. PR.

C H A P. XVIL :
An ACT to raife the fupplies for the enfuing year.

A tax of 15fis impofed on every £. 100’s worth of property, to be levied by diftrefs and fale of any
goods belonging to the party, or found on the land, if not paid on or before the 1ft of Oc¢tober next,
in current money, or bank notes.  Tobacco, hewever, inftead of being affefled, is to pay 1/5 per hog-
thead ; and every free able-bodied fingle man, between twenty-one and fifty years of age, whofe pro-
perty fhall not be valued to the amount of £. 100, fhall pay 15/, to be levied as aforefaid, or by execu-
tion of the body. And every conftable, on taking the name of fuch a perfon, is required to exact fecu-
rity for the faid 15/ and in cafe of refufal or delay, to carry him before a juftice, who may commit him
until payment made or fecurity given ; and if fuch perfon f{xall remove out of the county, it is made the
duty of conftables, colleCtors and commiffioners, acquainted therewith, to give information {8 the collec-
tor, or to fome deputy colle€tor, or to a commiffioner of the county where he may be, and any of them
may arreft him, and take him before a juftice, who fhall commit him until the payment of 30/ and cofts.

The money arifing from this tax is appropriated, in the firft place, to the payment of one year’s inte-
reft on {pecie certificates. A fum, not exceeding one half of the whole aﬂ‘eﬂﬁent, is to be remitted to

congrefs. The refidue is appropriated to the maintenance of the civil lift, and to-the future orders of the
legiflature. B

N. B. Itis not only excufable, but it is the duty, of every man, who regards the facred conftituti-
on, which he is fiorn to fupport, to proteft, on all occafions, againft every open breach, or artful eva-
fion. In this adt is a plain and direct violation of the 13th article “of the declaration of rights ; and ta
juftify it, there is not the plea of neceﬂizy, or even of expediency ; it appears too much like a combination
againft a wretched clafs of men, entered into by every other order in the community. To examine it
by the teft of men’s feelings, it may be proper to fuppofe the matter reverfed, and the legiflature to enact,
that, inafmuch as wealthy men have a greater proportion than others of fuperfluous property, every per-
fon whofe eftate {hall be afiefled to /. 20,000, fhall pay 20 inftead of 15/ in the £. 100,

C H A P. XVHIL -

An ACT for the relief of the chriftian fociety of people called
Nicolites, or New Quakers. .
HEREAS the fociety of people called Nicolites, or New Quakers,
have, by their humble petition to this general affembly; fet forth, that
" they labour under many great:and grievous inconveniencies, ‘owing to
their confcientious fcruples relative to the taking oaths in the ufual form, and not
being admitted to declare the truth of their knowledge by folemn affirmation :
And whereas it is declared in the thirty-fixth fection of the declaration of rights,
that the manner of adminiftering an cath to any perfon ought to be fuch as thofe
of ‘the religious perfuafion, profeflion or denomination, of which fuch perfon is
one, generally efteem the moft effectual confirmation by the atteftation of the

Divine Being : Therefore, IR

Preamble.

Nieslies o~ L. e it cnalten, by zbe geﬂérél affembly of Ma)jr’izmd, Tﬁ’éjt the fociety of
&‘Lomlg’fﬂ‘ people called Nicolites, or New Quakers, fhall be and they are hereby entitled

ke, &c.  to, and f{hall have and enjoy, all the rights, privileges, immunities and fran-
- eE - ‘ chifes,



